
HIS 1011: WORLD CIVILIZATIONS II 
History & Political Science Department 

Point Loma Nazarene University 
3 Units 

Fall 2019 
 

Meeting days: TR Professor: Dr. Kelli McCoy 
Meeting times:  
Section 1: 10:30-11:45am 
Section 2: 1:00-2:15pm 

Phone: 619-849-2438 
E-mail: KelliMccoy@pointloma.edu 
Office: Colt 114 

Meeting location: Liberty Station 202 
Final Exam: Section 1: Tuesday, 10:30-1:00 
Section 2: Tuesday, 1:30-4:00 

Office hours: TR  11:45-12:45 (*at Liberty 
Station), MWF 1-2:30pm and by appointment.  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This course is a survey of world societies from the era of European voyages of discovery to 
the formation of a global civilization in the late 20th century. While discussing a wide array 
of places and times, we will focus on themes that explore the connections between 
societies. These themes include: the development and influence of ideas and ideologies; the 
impact of various forms of political and religious organization; the causes and 
consequences of both violence and non-violence; and the historical struggle to define and 
protect human rights. Underlying all of these themes will be a consistent question: How 
does this add to our understanding of the world as we know it today?  

 
Map by Johannes Kepler, 1627. Source: NOAA. Public domain. 
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PLNU MISSION_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community 
where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service becomes 
an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we aspire to be a learning community where 
grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

GENERAL EDUCATION MISSION STATEMENT______________________________________________________ 

PLNU provides a foundational course of study in the liberal arts informed by the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In keeping with the Wesleyan tradition, the curriculum equips 
students with a broad range of knowledge and skills within and across disciplines to enrich major 
study, lifelong learning, and vocational service as Christ-like participants in the world's diverse 
societies and cultures. 

GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOME #2C_______________________________________________________  

 Students who complete this GE course will demonstrate an understanding of the complex issues 
faced by diverse groups in global and/or cross-cultural contexts. Assessed with a signature 
assignment (essay question). 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
1. Analyze significant primary texts concerning world civilizations from the 1500s to the 

present. 
2. Evaluate and articulate the diversity of human experience across a range of historical 

periods. 
3. Use a historical perspective to understand the world today and address contemporary 

problems/issues. 
4. Critically evaluate several of the major beliefs, ideologies, and values that have 

influenced the modern world. 
5. Assess your own culture within the context of the process of globalization since 1500. 
6. Examine historical developments with a particular emphasis on values and ethical 

choices, in light of being global citizens. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS________________________________________________________ 
Participation 
Your engagement with the class is a huge component of your success in this course, and 
also enhances the learning of your classmates. Your participation is therefore evaluated 
throughout the semester. Since you cannot participate if you do not attend class, 
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attendance will be taken at the start of each class. If you miss two or more classes, you will 
lose 15 points (out of 100 possible) for each absence, beginning with the second one. 
Arriving late or leaving early will be considered ½ an absence. (As stated in the 
Undergraduate Catalog, there are no excused absences other than in the case of certain 
university-sponsored events. If this applies to you, it is your responsibility to provide me 
with the appropriate documentation no later than one week after the missed class.) 

Quizzes and Online Discussions 
To help you be prepared for our classes and ready for a thoughtful face-to-face 
conversation, online quizzes and/or discussions on the reading will be given before each 
class period via Canvas. Please make sure to do the quizzes and discussions on time. 
Quizzes and discussions cannot be made up if you miss them. It is your responsibility to 
regularly check Canvas for these assignments. 
 
Historical Activities 
The Historical Activities give you an opportunity to take field trips of your choosing! You 
can experience various aspects of history in the places they actually happened, watch 
historical films, or hear guest speakers and reflect on those experiences. Detailed 
information will be given in class and on Canvas. 

GRADING_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please contact me at any point during the semester if you have questions about the status 
of your grade. Grades are weighted and will be calculated as follows: 
 

Assignment distribution by percentage: 
 

• Participation                                     5% 
● Quizzes and Online Discussions 15% 
● Historical Activities                        10% 
● Midterm #1                                    20% 
● Midterm #2                                        25% 
● Final Exam                                         25% 

 Letter grades assigned as follows: 

A=93-100 
A-=90-92.99 
B+=87-89.99 
B=83-86.99 
B-=80-82.99  
C+=77-79.99 

C=73-76.99 
C-=70-72.99 
D+=67-69.99 
D=63-66.99 
D-=60-62.99 
F=0-59.99 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Trevor R. Getz and Liz Clarke. Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History.  
Zara Marselian, ed. The Soul Speaks.  
Subscription for one semester to access our HIS 1011 E-Reader on Perusall.com. This is the 

option to select: “$24.95 180-day online access to text (ISBN 9781935306450)”. *Further 
instructions on using Perusall will be given in class. 












